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Death

When Tragedy Strikes

Overview: This message is designed to assist those who have experienced a death or loss in their family or in the community.  

It is my prayer that you will never have to use this message. But in the midst of a crisis, the last thing you want to do is try to find answers and explanations to give your kids, so I wanted you to have the material available. 

You may need to adjust various points of the sermon depending on the situation. I highly recommend teaching the message, “What really happens when I die?” which is in Volume 1, message 10, along with this message as well.

Get Ready: No preparation needed. 

Opening:  

1. I’m sure a lot of you have many questions. Why? How could this happen? What’s next? Where do we go from here?

2. I don’t know that anyone has all the answers, but today I want to give you some things to think about that will possibly ease your pain and offer some insights.

3. There is probably not a lot I can say that is going to make you feel better, but let’s take a look at some of the questions you are asking.

Why did this happen?

1. Very simply, the Bible tells us that Satan is the god of this world.  

a. 2 Corinthians 4:4 says, “The god of this age (KJV says “world”) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

2. We live in a world that is filled with violence, ignorance and tragedy.

a.  Jesus prayed in John 17:15, “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.” 

b. Jesus obviously understood that we were not going to go through life without facing difficulties.

3. Some people ask, “But I thought if you were living for God, nothing bad would happen to you.”

a. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 11:23 (highlighting Paul’s sufferings).

b. Remember, this is the man that wrote 2/3 of the New Testament. Look at all the circumstances he faced, including near-death experiences. 

4.  There are many possible reasons:

a. It could have been circumstances of the violent world we live in—i.e., Natural Law.

b. It could have been an attack of the enemy.

c. It could have been a decision of a person’s will.

d. Someone might have neglected the leading or direction of the Holy Spirit.

e. Bottom line: Knowing why or how something happened doesn’t change what happened. So let’s not allow it to consume us. 

Who did this? God or Satan?  

1. Jesus said in John 10:10, “The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy; I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full.”

a. If we disobey the Word of God we leave His protection and covering (Psalm 91).

2. Is God trying to teach us or the individual a lesson?

a. 1 John 4:8 tells us that GOD IS LOVE.

b. God is not a child abuser. 

c. Luke 11:11-13 says, “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

3. We’ve heard people say, “God needed another angel, so he called _________ home.”

a. God has all the angels He needs.

b. We are most effective for His kingdom while we’re here on earth.

Why didn’t God do something?

1. God is limited in what He can do in this world based upon the boundaries He has established for Himself. 

2. Why didn’t God stop Adam and Eve from eating of the forbidden tree? Why doesn’t God make everyone get saved and accept Jesus as Lord?

3. He gave man a will, the freedom to choose. He will not override that.

“I should have done something.”

1. It is easy to look at things in hindsight.

2. In situations like this the enemy will try and make you feel guilty.

3. Guilt and condemnation are not from God. He is here to comfort us.

How should we respond? What should we do? Our response should be:

1. We are not going to quit! We are not going to stop!

a. The enemy’s goal is to use this tragic event to convince you to give up on God and to trash your faith.

b. Are you going to let him get another victory out of this situation?

c. Use your anger to be aggressive in living out your faith!

2. We are going to forgive.

a. Ourselves. For what we thought we could have or should have done.

b. The Offender. The person who is to blame for this situation.

c. Others. For their involvement or lack of involvement.

3. We are going to pray more.  

a. We are going to unleash the power of God into this situation.

b. We are going to pray for the families involved.

c. We are going to pray and stop the scheming and plans of the devil. 

4. We are going to take this situation that the devil meant for bad and turn it for the good!

a. Let’s lead people to Christ though this tragedy.

b. Everyone gives a real hard look at life after death when someone they know has died. NOW is the time to lead them to Christ.

c. Let’s make the devil really pay for his actions by bringing more people into the kingdom of God!

Closing:

1. (Have various leaders or students pray for each one of the following items.)

a. God’s peace and comfort.

b. The family, friends and all other individuals involved.

c. People to not falsely blame or accuse God, but that their eyes would be open to who the real thief and killer is.

d. People will come to Christ and make a new commitment to Him through this difficult situation.

Small Group Guide

1. How are you doing? What are you feeling?

2. What is the most frustrating thing to you about this situation?

3. Has this situation caused you to question or doubt God? How have you dealt with those feelings? Have you talked to Him about it?  

4. How will this adjust the way you live and prepare for the future?

5. What have you learned from this situation and how can you apply it to your life?
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