Biblical truths relating to pain

Considering what happened this week, we figured the tragedy is on most of our minds. So we wanted to put together some thoughts that answer the questions that rattle around in the aftermath of something like this, like: Where was God? Didn’t He know it was going to happen? If He did, why couldn’t God have stopped this from happening? Is He mean, that He likes to watch stuff like this happen? Or is He good, but just not strong enough to stop it from happening?

We want you to know that these are great questions.
Sooner or later everyone is faced with Life’s difficult questions. There are many that are very similar to these, and the answers are all tied together.

The other similar questions are: 


If God is good and perfect, then why is there evil in the world?


If God is love, then why does he send people to hell?


If God knew Adam and Eve were going to sin, then why did he create them?


If God made Adam and Eve perfect, then why did they sin?

The answers to the questions are found within God’s Word. The central issue here is God’s love. Yes, he knows exactly what is going to happen and when. And yes He is good, and He also has the power to stop it. But God is also love. And his love for us means—here is the crazy part—that He has given you and I the ability to choose. We can choose God’s way, or we can reject him and live however we please. Each choice has consequences. In Littleton, the consequences were tragic. For Christians, the consequences hold an eternity of joy. It’s simple, but it’s still very difficult to understand.

Here are a few things to consider as you work to discover some answers for your questions:

1. God’s Complete Knowledge.

God does have complete knowledge. He sees the present, He sees the future, and He even sees our thoughts.  To say anything less is to limit God, and deny what the Bible says about him.

2. Defining Good.

God is good. Beyond this, God determines what is good and what is bad. An object or action cannot be examined by itself to discover its goodness or badness. It must be compared to a set of standards or values. An object is judged bad or good according to some external authority.  For Christians, that authority (ought to) rest only upon God. 

Without God, people make up their own authorities; usually based upon feelings, opinions, and experiences. This leads to all sorts of problems.

For example, let’s talk about murder. Why is the act of taking another life bad?  Because God says its wrong. He is the ultimate authority, and His standard never changes.  

Others will look to other authorities like civil law, social theory or opinion. The only authority that is absolute is God’s authority. Everything else leads to inconsistency and confusion.  Which authority should be followed? The one everyone votes for? Why? Why does the majority rule? You see, God’s authority is greater than the majority. Hitler was in the majority in Nazi Germany. Does that make what he did right? Not at all! God’s standards are the only standards that count! 

3. Free Will.

People make decisions; we have the ability to choose freely.  God made us like this. He did it because He wanted to love us, and He wanted us to love Him back. If He wanted us to love Him, but never gave us a choice, that wouldn’t be love at all: it would be slavery. If God didn’t give us free will we wouldn’t even be people: we would be robots. This is the key to understanding this whole thing. God’s love means we choose Him, or we reject Him. For a choice to be real, it must carry consequences. Without consequences, a choice is illusionary.

4. Foreknowledge and Choice.

God’s complete foreknowledge does not mean our steps have been determined. When your parents had you as their child, they foreknew you would grow up and one day break their rules. Of course their foreknowledge is not perfect like God’s. But the main point is that your parents don’t force you to break their rules, just because they know you will. And God doesn’t force anybody to break His rules. The choice is ours. God simply knows what we are going to choose, because He is God.

5. Love, Choice, and Consequence.  

In order to fully understand crazy actions, we have to look back at the beginning.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. It was good and without the effects of sin.  God created everything perfect, without sin, in love. God’s love for Adam and Eve meant that they had the ability to choose between obedience and disobedience.  Without love, Adam and Even would have had no choice and thus been robots without a will of their own.  [Catch this: Without choice, God is inconsistent because gave them a command and then made them break that command.]

Now the choice wouldn’t have been a real choice if it was without consequence. The choice that God presented them with was this: Obey God, and live forever in bliss with all of your needs being met, or disobey God and live a hard life away from the presence of God. Adam and Eve chose to live apart from God. It was humanities first sin. The consequences of the first sin were devastating. 

God never wanted Adam and Eve to disobey him. But God also loved them so he presented them with a choice. Remember that God determines what is good and thus his love required choice, and that choice carried consequences. God did not create sin. He created choice. He knew that this was a risk. But God decided that love was worth the risk.

6. The Consequences of Sin. 

God was clear when he commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of the Tree. He said that disobedience would mean death, a spiritual death, apart from His presence. That is exactly what happened. But it didn’t just affect them.

God created Adam and Eve in his own perfect image. But they passed on a broken image to their children, and ultimately to the entire human race (Gen 5:3; Rom 5:12-19).  Once sin entered the world, people were condemned to live painful, imperfect lives. The very nature of living against God’s way is destructive. Of Adam and Eve’s first two children, one was murdered and the other, the murderer. 

Sin is like a poison which infects and ruins every shred of our being, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). We exchange the truth of life for a lie, our vision clouds over, we run from God, our emotions become tainted, and our best judgments are poor.

This is where Jesus enters the picture! God solves this whole human mess by sending His Son. Paul recognized this truth, and it caused him to write, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom 7:23-24)

7. Conclusions. 

God did not want sin to enter the world, but he allowed it to happen. The reason for this is that He created us in love with choices that held consequences.  People are responsible for their own decisions, and all people sin. Jesus Christ is the answer. He takes away your sins and my sins. And ultimately, the entire world will be returned to its original, pre-sin state. Ultimately, all the wrongs will be righted. Ultimately, the World Trade Centers of the world will be healed.

God did not put bad people on Earth, he created perfect people who chose to fall from grace. Because Jesus paid the price for the sins of the world, it is easy to see that God does not send anyone to hell. If people go to hell, it is because they have chosen to reject God, and the salvation that He offers.

For “[God] wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” 1 Timothy 2:4

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” John 3:16.
God is good, and He loves You! If this has only made you more confused (which is entirely possible, but thoroughly unfortunate), then please pull one of us aside, or call us this week, because we would love to talk to you. We love you, and we pray for you everyday.

Blessings,

High School Ministry at Saddleback Church

